
 

 
The first thing that Canadians and Americans learn 
when they come here to live is: We’ve been spoiled. 
Most Mexicans get by on a lot less than we are used 
to, especially around the house.  But while different, 
the electrical system in your new home isn’t 
necessarily dangerous.  Here are a few things you 
ought to know about typical electric systems here in 
Mexico. 
 
¶ Most older receptacles will only accept a two pronged plug.  You’ll need at 

least a few grounded adapters for your three pronged appliances.  Better 
yet, have grounded receptacles installed wherever you need them.  

 
¶ The requirements for GFCI receptacles are much more strict in the US and 

Canada than they are here. Consider having GFCIs installed in all wet 

locations such as bathrooms and kitchens. 

¶ Most Mexican homes have fewer electrical receptacles than what you’re 
used to.  If you need an extension cord more than just occasionally, you 

should have additional outlets installed. 

¶ Blackouts, brownouts, and power surges are more frequent here.  Protect 

your valuable electronic equipment by plugging it into a surge protector.     

¶ Summertime humidity can damage sensitive electronic equipment.  In 
addition, voltage drops can also result in damage to electronics, so leave 

the plasma TV at home, and consider keeping it more basic here.   

You can avoid many unpleasant surprises by having your new home inspected 
before you move in. You’ll have a good idea of the quality, condition and 
subtle differences of your Mexican home before you’re unpacked. It’s also a lot 
easier and much less stressful to have upgrades and repairs done beforehand 

so you can enjoy your new vacation home from day one.  

 

Casas del Mar is here for you. If you have a question about your house please 

don’t hesitate to use our FREE email hotline at info@CasasdelMarPV.com  
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